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G
rete K

alm
a

r 
17

5
 

A
s so

o
n as I co

u
ld

 I m
ade an 

ap
plicati

o
n fo

r a p
erm

it fo
r m

y
 fi

ance 
P

aul to
 co

m
e to A

ustr
alia. A

lth
o
u

gh
 I h

ad seen
 S

en
ato

r F
ras

er w
ho had 

b
een

 
very

 kin
d and helpfu

l I co
uldn

't get it, an
d so

 eigh
t year

s p
assed

 
b

efo
re 

w
e 

w
ere 

re-u
nited. 

I 
even

 
appro

ach
ed 

the 
prim

e 
m

in
ister. 

B
e
ca

u
se

 
w

e
 

h
ad

 
o

n
e 

em
p
lo

y
ee

 
in

 
o

ur 
b

u
sin

ess 
I 

h
ad

 
jo

in
ed

 
th

e
 

E
m

plo
y
ers F

ederati
o
n an

d in
 ti

m
e the secretar

y
 of th

e federati
o
n
, M

r 
O

tt
o
, 

b
eca

m
e a 

fr
iend. 

H
e 

to
ld

 m
e 

th
a
t P

rim
e 

M
ini

ster 
C

u
rti

n
 w

as
 

co
rni

n
g to

 P
erth

 a
n

d
 th

a
t I sh

o
u
ld get an app

o
intm

en
t to see him

. I d
id

 
so

. Th
e
 in

terview
 w

a
s at th

e C
o

m
m

o
nw

eal
th B

an
k B

uildin
g in F

o
rrest 

P
lace. Th

e elevato
r I w

as in
 becam

e stu
ck

 an
d I w

as
 lo

cked
 in fo

r o
ver 

an 
h
o
ur. 

I co
uldn't sto

p cry
in

g
. E

ven
tu

ally
 the lift w

as released
 an

d I 
w

as
 taken

 to
 see Jo

hn
 C

urti
n. I w

as arm
ed

 w
ith a pe

rso
nal 

gu
ar

antee 
fro

m
 E

so
r M

as
el 

an
d reco

m
m

en
datio

n
s 

fr
o
m

 
o
th

er resp
ec

ted b
u
sin

ess 
p
eo

p
le. Th

e p
rim

e m
in

ister refu
sed

 to
 gran

t a visa. Th
e C

o
m

m
o
n
w

ealth 
inv

estigato
r, a M

r 
A

dam
s, 

w
ho

 check
ed u

s o
u
t, o

bv
io

u
sly

 did
n't lik

e 
Jew

s o
r w

anted 
any

 m
o
re here. 

C
urt.i

n sai
d 

"I've got 
no

th
ing 

again
st 

yo
u
 or y

o
ur 

fi
ance, 

but yo
u
 m

ust 
rem

em
ber h

e is 
an 

A
ustr

ian an
d an 

en
em

y
 
alien. 

If I 
do

 so
m

ethin
g 

fo
r 

yo
u 

I 
w

iII 
have 

to 
give 

help
 to

 
o
th

ers to
o." 

P
aul 

had left
 S

w
eden

 in a lo
ck

ed train
 tr

avelling 
thr

o
ugh R

u
ssia. F

ro
m

 
th

ere 
he 

cau
ght 

a 
bo

at 
to

 
H

aiti 
in 

the 
W

est 
In

dies 
w

here 
he 

h
ad 

a 
c
o

u
sin

 
w

h
o

 
o

p
e
ra

te
d
 

a 
V

ien
n

ese
 c

o
ff

ee
 
h
o

u
se. 

P
au

l 
stay

ed
 

th
ere 

fo
r 

fi
ve 

y
ears 

helpin
g 

h
is 

co
u
sin

 
un

til 
aft

er 
th

e w
ar, 

alth
o

u
gh

 
he 

never 
received 

a 
perm

it 
to

 
w

o
rk

 
there 

fo
r 

an
yo

ne 
o
th

er 
th

an
 

th
e 

Jew
ish 

W
elfar

e O
rganisatio

n
 . 

W
e 

w
e
re 

rec
o
n
c
ile

d
 

after 
th

e
 

w
a
r. 

I 
w

as
 

able 
to

 
g
et 

an
 

A
m

erica
n

 

p
erm

it thr
o

u
gh

 the fr
iendliness o

f the U
nited

 S
tates co

nsu
l here at th

e 
ti

m
e. H

e w
as m

arried to
 a P

erth
 girl an

d I h
ad been

 able to
 get an iro

n 
fo

r h
er w

h
en

 su
ch

 thi
n
gs w

ere alm
o
st im

po
ssible to

 acq
uire. I go

t m
y 

A
m

e
rican

 
v
isa

 
b

e
cau

se
 

o
f 

th
e 

fac
t 

th
a
t 

I 
h

a
d
 

b
een

 
b
o
rn

 
in

 

C
zech

o
slo

vak
ia. 

Th
e
 

C
zech

 
q

uo
ta 

fo
r 

th
e 

U
nited 

S
tates 

w
as 

lar
gely 

u
n
applied

 fo
r sin

ce b
y

 th
en

 C
zech

o
slo

vaki
a w

as u
n
der th

e do
m

in
ati

o
n
 

of R
u

ssia. H
e ar

ran
ged m

y
 visa w

ith
in tw

o
 w

eek
s. 

I w
as reu

n
ite

d w
ith

 P
aul 

in
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, 
after h

is bro
th

er G
eo

rge w
h
o

 
w

as
 already

 th
ere an

d
 w

as 
ar

t directo
r fo

r L
ife and T

im
e
 m

agaz
ine, go

t 
im

m
igratio

n
 perm

its for him
 and m

e. W
e had a very n

ice life in N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

. Th
e city

 o
ffers so

 m
uc

h
. A

 fr
ien

d
 o

f o
u
rs o

n
ce a m

em
b

er o
f th

e 

V
ien

n
a 

P
h
ilh

ar
m

o
n
ic 

had 
a 

jo
b 

at 
th

e 
M

etro
po

litan
 

O
p
era 

as 
an 

adv
an

ce pro
gram

m
er an

d h
is w

ife w
as one o

f m
y

 b
est fr

ien
ds. Th

ro
u
gh
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Grete Kalmar 175 

As soon as I could I made an application for a permit for my fiance 
Paul to come to Australia. Although I had seen Senator Fraser who had 
been very kind and helpful I couldn't get it, and so eight years passed 
before we were re-united. I even approached the prime minister. 
Because we had one employee in our business I had joined the 

Employers Federation and in time the secretary of the federation, Mr 
Otto, became a friend. He told me that Prime Minister Curtin was 
corning to Perth and that I should get an appointment to see him. I did 
so. The interview was at the Commonwealth Bank Building in Forrest 
Place. The elevator I was in became stuck and I was locked in for over 
an hour. I couldn't stop crying . Eventually the lift was released and I 
was taken to see John Curtin. I was armed with a personal guarantee 
from Esor Masel and recommendations from other respected business 
people. The prime minister refused to grant a visa. The Commonwealth 
investigator, a Mr Adams, who checked us out, obviously didn't like 
Jews or wanted any more here. Curt.in said "I've got nothing against 
you or your fiance, but you must remember he is an Austrian and an 
enemy alien. If I do something for you I wiII have to give help to 
others too." 

Paul had left Sweden in a locked train travelling through Russia. From 
there he caught a boat to Haiti in the West Indies where he had a 
cousin who operated a Viennese coffee house. Paul stayed there for 
five years helping his cousin until after the war, although he never 
received a permit to work there for anyone other than the Jewish 
Welfare Organisation . 

We were reconciled after the war. I was able to get an American 

permit through the friendliness of the United States consul here at the 
time. He was married to a Perth girl and I had been able to get an iron 
for her when such things were almost impossible to acquire. I got my 
American visa because of the fact that I had been born in 

Czechoslovakia. The Czech quota for the United States was largely 
unapplied for since b y  then Czechoslovakia was under the domination 
of Russia. He arranged my visa within two weeks. 

I was reunited with Paul in New York, after his brother George who 
was already there and was art director for Life and Time magazine, got 
immigration permits for him and me. We had a very nice life in New 
York. The city offers so much. A friend of ours once a member of the 

Vienna Philharmonic had a job at the Metropolitan Opera as an 
advance programmer and his wife was one of my best friends. Through 
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